Pos! 


- Concerning: the. Book of. 


* Com: mon- Prayer, 


AS ALSO 


Of ſome Particulars held forth for Trucks, by one 
"EDMUND ELIS, ftiled a Miniſter 
of 'the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, * 


With a Warning of Tender Bowels to the Rulers, 


Teachers and People of this Nation, concerning | 
their Church and Miniſtry: 


Likewiſe a few Words coricerning the Kingdom, Lavek ind 
* Government of Chriſt in the Heart and Conſcience; it's Inof= 
 fenfivenetſe to all Juſt Laws and Governments... 
'" of the Kingdoms of. men. 


3 "he By Iſaac Penington the Younger. : 3; = 


Behold, I come as 4 Thief, Bleſſed i he that ache, pe he be be NY 
we _ Garments» left he walk, naked, and chey- © x8 ho Rey: IC, I5e 


In SEQ N D: 0c N, # __ OE 4 * 
| Prive for: Robert Wilſon, * ar*the Sig S's the Black-" 
. :Spreadt- MN PO NETIENEEORAG rand, 1060: 
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HRAST, the Eternal Son of God, the ſubſlante' 
" of ell the Types. and Shadows of the Law, was. 
| ' made a Prieſt to God, not atter the Law of & car- 
.. nal Commandment, but after the Power of att 
endleſs Life. He' came mn the Power of the Father; heve- 


- cerved the Power, he miniſtred the Power and inthe Power. © 
Thus he gathered together l1ut nes ,.. built them into al;- 


,» 


Vin Temple far the Father. of ti Ee toadwell *n;'thad they might 


_ be with the Power, dwellm the Power,anid bets the ole» 


ry of the Power.. The Church of iſrael ,.'the Chnirzh of the 
Old:Teſtament:, the Church of Moſes, was gathered by" the” 
Letter, was tobe arderextby the Letter., was tothe andob- 
ſerve the Lawn of the Letter. ,. was to" haup Prieffs ant Savors. 
fices according tothe Letter : but the New Toftarint Gurel 
was to. be of true Fews, of Jews gathered: i thi Pojper 5 


that he 3 not.a' few anylonger,” whoronrounvard; no thin 
Crreumoefion,. whith icontward inthe fleſh; buthorye Tow, - 
2, the Sptr e 3 -and-not m the Letter.” We art the'Cirth 57 70 | 
fron ,. ſarth the Apoſtle , which Forfoip God' in the Spitit', 
and; Vave- no-toufeence" inthe” fide The Nw Foftanive 
Sa) OS. Az. | ſlate © 


i 
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| _ THE: PREFACE, -* 

ſtate is a ſtate of ſubſtance, even of that EO ſubſtance , 
which the Law held out infhadows. Few is inward, 
the Circumceſron inward, the Sacrifices inward , the Church 
znward, the Miniſtry mward, the Worſhip inward: all is 
in Spirit, in Life , in Power, in Vertue 5 the whole ſtate 
' the Payer of thiendl&b life?; By-vh8 EteFnal'$ pres mas 

Fe,made. alindterg by Y be Beneledal git of the 
_. Lordis upon me, becauſe he hath anointed me to preach 


the Goſpel, 8c: Luke 4. 18.) through it he offered up him- 
+, 


— 


ſelf a Sarrifice without ſpot to God, Heb.g. 14. and in the 


fame Power runs the vein af the whole diſpenſation of the Goſs . 


zel,.. for it i amimiſtrationof.the Spirit, - 2 Cor. 3. & A 
away the Laft; "take aweythe Spurit;: yetake away the ſtones 


| of this Building," ye takpamay the Church, ye take away the 


Miniſtry, 'ye take away all.. © N ; 
. Now. = this. mward' Building there was an outward 


This ſtate fiobd firm:7 


Church, which broughtfarth.the.Man-chld., nor againſt the 
Man-ch -child whom 1m ſhe brought farth,. but-the:Mawchild 3 
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Pricfr dir Bj Ze Foch alter 


the Gates of Hell could not prevail againſt the true 


caught 


THE PR EFACKE | 
. caupht-ufi to God , and the Woman fled into the Wilderneſſg.: 
Then that Church, State and Worſhiþ , which depended upon 
their preſence, was diſſolved: For how could it be otherwiſe, © 
when both the Man-child, which was the Head of the Church 
(from whence the Vertue, Life and Influence did flow into"the 
whole Body) andthe Woman (or Chutch) her ſelf alſo wuere 
both gone out of fight f So that the M mſtry of Eternal life,6s 
the Temple, wuberem the life vuas' maniſtred ; being both rc- 
moved, they are neither of them henceforuward. to be found 
in il.at place , wuhere they uvere beheld before, (and wuhere- 
moſt eyes vuould be ready to look for them agam) but there 
wohere the Spirit had hid them. 
Novo mark ailigently , wuhat kind of eſteem the true 
Church hath had m the'World , ever ſince her diſrbbing her. 
felf cf her outuvard garments and flight into the Wlderneſs ,. 
and hou her true Seed have been handled. The Dragon 1m- 
 mediatly caſts a flood after her 5 her beautiful raiment being. 
put off, and ſhe clothed inthe habit of a Widowv, the eye of the. 
IYorld. could no. longer ſee and acknouuedge: ber to be the. 
Church , but diſaam, reproach, revile her. This 1s her lot 
all the dayes of Antichrift , fhe is miſrepreſented by the Dra- 
gons flood of reproaches', and looked upon as a firumpet , as 
" one that pretends to Chriſt for her Lord and Hushand , to his 
Spurit,. to bis Kingdom, to his Truth vuithaut a juſt right, 
and the remnant of her Seed are ſtill made War vuith by the 
Dragon. Ihe have been' the hunted ones , the As the 
perſecuted in all Nations , but the tender-conſcienced , vuho; ' 
recerue the Lavv of Chriſt into their hearts , bovuing to him | 
#n their Worſhth and Conver ſation,and dare not bowu.or Wor- 
ferp according to the Doftrines and Cammanaments of men *: 
'  Nowvuthetrue Church or Temple being thus removed , the: 
eutuvard Court becomes the Habitation and Place of Worſhip 
| | >, © among 


LINI 


THE PREFACE. 


onone the Gentiles , all the time of the Churches aboile in the 


Wilderneſs. The Spirit of the Lord having left it, the hea- 
thentfs ſpirit (man s earthly Nature and Wifdem) the. ſpt- 
rts of Antichriſt enters into it , | and upholds the Form of the 
_ former Bullding (ſo far as it judgeth neceſſary) aud here it 
es found Worjhpping , and making a great fheuv of Holineſs 
and devotion, but im the mean time makes War vuith the true 
Worſhippers , wuho cannot Worſhip in the outvoard Court 
(fmmce the Spirit of the Lord hath " it and priven it to the 
Gentiles) but follow the Church into the rilgerneſ , and 
Wor ſotp in that Temple wuhich God hath removed thither. 
O wohere is the eye vuhich can read theſe things ,as they are 
_ wonttten erther in the Letter, -or in the Spirit, © Antichriſt ts 
"  @ Myſtery of Inzquity , vohich works, and gets up, and 
retgns under an appearance of Godlineſs ; he that volt 
dirs him and his falſe ovayes of Worſhip, muſt have that 
eye, vohich ſees beyond the appearance of things , into thetr 


- nature: and. in this is the Diſcovery of him, and the 4 apt 


pron. from him. And happy ts he, voho ts not defilec with 


Women, but abideth in #he true Virginity , expetting and 


preparing for the appearance of the Bridegroom. 


The 


) 


LIMI 


God 3n Spirit, and in Truth in the uſe of that forms of Prayer for . 


begat it, from the ſence of its wants, for the ſupply of thoſe wants. 
- Is every one that 1s born of the Spirit, John 3. 8. God by the 


_ thus begotten 2 wanes Nouriſhment, wants the Divine: Warmth, 


_— 


W ACSFOVIOTS 


The CONSIDERATION of a POSITL- 

© ON concerning the: Book 'of COMMON- 
PRAYER. As alſo of ſome Particulars held 
forth for Truths, &c. 7 i 


af Here is a Poſition laid down in ſome Printed Letters, 

-. concerning the uſe of the Common-Prayer-Book,- 
| - _ tendred by one Edm, Els (who profeſſeth himſelf 
to be a Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt) to Mr. Hxghes, and 
Mr. Ford ( as he ftileth them ) againſt which Poſition he en- 
treatEth me, if I find upon my Spirit any thing to-be-objeed 
againft" it, to diſcover it-in exat and punctual expreſſions, 
This defire of his is ſet dorvn in Print after the Letters. | 
His Pofition or Afertion is this : That a wan may Worſhip 


Mormug aud Evening, which we call the Common-Prayer. 

| Now whoever would weigh this Aﬀertion aright, muſthave -. 

the Ballance. of the Sancuary , aud muſt put it into the Scale 

With an equal hand;and then looking with has eye,whick is gl+ - 

ven to ſee the Miſteries of the Kingdom of God, to him whois 

born of God, the Truth-or Error of it is eafily diſcerned. _ | 
Tine Prayer is the breathing of the Child ta the Father which 


. - The Winde blowgth where it liſteth, and thou beareft the ſawnd 
thereof but casft wat tell whexce it cometh, and whither it- geeth : _ $1 


Breath of his Spirit, begets a man out of the Spirit and-likeneſs 
of this World,” into his own image and likenefe, © He that is - © 


the Breaſts of Conſolation; the Cloathing of the! Spizit , the 

Garment of Salvation ;- wants the Bread of Life. ta feed on, 8 
wants the Water of Life ro drink, wants flrength againſt the #6; 365) 
enemies Aﬀaults, wiſdom againſt his Snares and Temptations, = + 
wants;the arm -of 'the Deliverer to. preſerve and carry of wn ES 
£311 ; _ Work»... 54 


” 


"work of Redemption daily , wants Faith to deny the fleſhly 
' Wiſdom, that to he may Truſt and Feel the Vertue of the Azxm 
of the Deliverer, wants Hope, Patience, Meekneſle, a clear 
Guidance, an upright Heart tofollow after the Loxd : yea ve- 
ry many are the daily wants of that: which. is begotten by the 
Breath of God, in its ſtate of weakitefſe, untilic be- drawn uy 
Into the Unity of the Body,” where the- full- Communion with 
the Life is felc, the Heart ſatisfied, and the wants drowned.” 
Now the breathing of this Child to the Father, from the 
ſence of theſe wants, for his Supply, tliat's Prayer:: hay-chqugt 
it be but a Groan, or Sigh,” which cannot - be. uttered or exgi 
ſed; yet that's Prayer, true Prayer, -which'hath an accepys 
with the Lord, and receiveth a Gracious Anſwer from hin 
he that begetteth the Child, teacheth him to Pray, even by.the 
ſame Spirit which begat him. In watching daily to the Spirit, 
the Child is kept ſenfible of the. Will of the Father, and.in' his 
Light" he fees the Way wherein he isto walk; :he-ſees alſo; the 
Enemie-when he'is coming, . yea and the-Snares he is privily 
© laying, and he feels his own weaknefle to withſtand or eſcape : 


And in this ſence his Heart cries to the Father of Spirits for 


Preſervation, for him to ſtand by him, 'for, him to ſep in-in 
the needful-rime, even in the Seaſon of Diſtreſs.-- And thus; 
watching to the Spirit, the Life of a Chriſtian is a- continual 
courſe of Prayer : He prayes continually, This is the Living 


Prayer of the Living Child, which conſiſts not in a Form of 


Words, either read out of a Book or conceived 'in the Mind, 


© | bur in feeling the Breath of its Nature iſſuing out, from the 


Principle of Lifein it, to the Living Spring, which is the Fa- 
ther of it; who by cauſing his vertues to ſpring up in-it,nourith- 
ethir to Everlaſting Life, - * _ | RES.2LL 
 - Butnow; man who is not born of the . Spirit, but ( by con- 

ceiving ſome of .the Truths of God in the Wiſdomfrom below) 
- hath attained to ſome change of -Opinion'and Converſation,” he 


popyads to be this Birth from above, though indeed he is borh - 


ut of Bloods," or of the Will f the fleſh, or of the Will of Man, 
John 1, 13. and what God _ in, and-gives to his True 
—_ Child, hewill be imitating, though he be out'of the: Nature 
. and Spirit, where the True Child is: begotten; _and: where-the 


True - 


* ; 


Ing, though he hath not received any Proportion of the Living 


Faith from the Hand of the Pather ; he will be forming Repen- _ 
taice and Sorrow for fin, though fs Heart bz uot turned from 


it; he will be hoping in Gods Mercy, although he be both from 


off the Foundation, :andfronitundtr the: ſhadow of the Mercy- 


ſeat; and he will be praying, though'he hath neither received the 
Spirit, nor be caught by the Spirit to-pray : And ſo being from 
that which ſhould guide him, and teach him the truth and way of 
Worſhipas itis in Jeſus, he mms out into the: inventions and 


imaginations, and tets up a way of his own chufing; which he ha- © 


ving mich confidered of, and beat'out by reaſonings, and fenced 
about with Arguments, he grows wiſe in his own eyes , and now 
verily believes 'it to be the way of God , and thathe is able to 
maintain id againſt all oppoſers. Thus one man, he is for a Form ; 
another man, he is againſt a' Form, and for conceived prayers ; 
and each think themſelves able to maintain their own , to 
overthrow each other. But Oh that that ear were open , , which 
can hear the truth, that where there is any true , honeſt, upright 
deſire afrex God, from the ſimplicity of the heart, it might not 
thus betrayed through the ſubulty of the fleſhly wiſdom, which 
es lurking in the wiſe, reaſoning, knowing part, to betray the 
poor weak Babe. The natural man, the reatoning man , th2un- 
derſtanding man, the wiſe man according to the natural wiidom, 
cannot underſtand the things of God, Here's no learning to 
pray atight, to believe anight, to hope aright, to mourn aright, 
to rejoyce aright, &c, But this witdom muſt be brought to no» 
thing (1 Coy. x, 19.) and a man muſt become as a child to all 
knowledge, as let in this way : And he that ſo becomes a child, 
is taughr to pray, to believe, to wait, to hope, and 411 that is ne- 
ceſlary to eternal life. | 


| 'Now as the Father teacherh to pray , ſo he giveth defires vr 


words (if he pleaſe) according to the prefent need. Sometimes 
he gives but ability to figh, or groan (if he give no more , he ac= 
cepts that.) Sometimes he gives ſtrong breathings,, and plenty 
of words to pour out the ſoul'in before the Lord. - But if a man 
fhould catch thoſe words, and lay them up againſt another time, 
and offer them up to God in _— own will, this would be þur Wilt- 


worſhip 
[| . 


x7 " 

2d - * 
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True 5ferof the Father is received byhilh, He will be believ= 


"ET WM 
WS beer: oe, Ke 
"and have felt the Wrath of God for it. That is Prayer, which 


> Will end in the Bed of ſorrow, 


- : This I have known experimentally; 


comes freſh from the Spirit ; and that is a_true defire, which the 


' Spirit begets : bur the affeQions and ſparks of mans kindling 


pleaſe-not the Lord, nor do hey aneice to the Souls rf; but 
#, FO.'LIL.,. ; 
Now as touching the Book of ( ammon-Prajer, or Prayers 
conceived without the. inuriediate breathings. of the Spirit, 1 
all ſpeak mine own.experience. faithfully, which is this : I 
have telt bock theſe ayes draw.out the wrong part, and keep 
that alive in.me, Which the true Prayer kills. | And he that ut- 
ters. a Word, beyond the ſence which God begets in his ſpirit, 
akes God's Name in vain, ;and provokes him to jealouhie againſt 
is.own ſoul, God i in Heaven, thou art on Earth, therefore let 
thy words be fem. The few words which the Spirit ipeaks, 6r the 
few, ſill; ſofr, gentle breathings which the Spizit begets, are 
pleaſing to God, and profitable ro the: Soul : ut . man 
words, Which mans wiſdom affects, hurt the precious/life, as 
thicken the vail of death over the Soul, keeping that part alive, 
wat ſeparates from God ; Rd mo þ dog e're the Soul 
an live. | oe inde feds iouds 
: The true Prayer is by that whieh God begets, 1n-the yertne of 
his Spirit;{praying, alwayes in the Spirit, Epheſ; 6. 18. Jade 20.) 


in the time he chuſes : for the Spirit breatheth as well when he 


lifteth, as where he liſteth ; and-man cannot hmirt himwhen he 
ſhall breath, or when he ſhall not bieath, but is-to..wait the. ſea- . - 
ſons of hisbreathing, - and-To to watch wnto Praper;,. -,  - 
Now if. the Prayer be in words (tor there is 2 praying Vithout 
words ) then it muſt. be in thoſe words which he pleaſeth to: 
give, from the ſence Which he kindleth, - and-nat in. the words 
which mans wiſdom teacheth, or would chuſe to;uſe., Ang in- 
deed, inthe true, Religion,. and inevery-exercife..of- it, mans 
wiſdom is kept out, and nail'd to:the Crols, by which,means (be. 
immortal life is.raiſed and grows in the true Diſciple... He be- 
lieves, he hopes, he waits, he Prayes, he mouxns, he re joyces,he 
obeyes,"&c- in the Croſs: to the mortal. patt-: \ngt-,as-mans-Wiſ- 
dont teacheth, or would teach, or can teachany of theſe things-4 - 
for his Satrifice is.RilL an; adomination,even to-the wiſe Egypiian 

; 1, 2 - part 


- »» 


5 ANT 1 T9 5s 
part*im' hmmſel£:CO wiſe man, abaſe 7=1c before:the Lord in” 
his'Spirirs that. thou mayeſt read this and live ) but as the life 
reacheth, as the. Wiſdom trom above teacheth, which breakethr 
down, thurterh up, © contoundeth and deftroyeth mans wiſdom, 
while he is ,xeaching his Babe, | | CLONE. 
.” Thus have Tanſwered, in the ſimplicity of my heart, to the 
natare of the- thing , ſo far as the; Lord hath pleaſed to draw 
forth thy {pirit ; and in finking down to that, which thus opened. 
my ſpixit, my Antyyer may eaily be read andaſſented to : but: 
to that which is84tiithe.difpucing wiidom,out of the feeling of the: 
hidden life and vertne, it. may prove 4 Myſtery. bs Wed 

« Afcerwards,' he 1166 increarerh me to peruſe ſeriouſly, and to 
lay deeply to heart ( in the real fear and dread of the great God) 
ſome particulars which he" teacheth for Truths. ITED 

: I pexceiveheis offended at the queſtioning: of his Miniftty, 
arid thatithe mainiintent-of his propoſing theſe, - is to Juſtifie his 
Minitty's which if they were true, yet the preacking-of them 
would not provehim, or any manelſe, tobe a-Miniſter of: Jeſus: 
Chriſt: -for it-is'not preaching things that are-truk, Which makes. 
a true Miniſter, but the recetving of his'Miniftryfront the Lord 
The Goſpet is the BBrds, which 1s to, bepreached;” atid*ir-is- to 


 bepteachod it his:Power ; ahd the Miniſters yhichpieach it,” 


are to'be endued' with his Power, ' and to be fent by him. *-The 
Apaſtles themſelves, though they had receivedinftruQions-con= 
cerfline-the' Kingdom from Chrifts own lips,:bothcin his tife- 
titne; andaftefihis Reſurrection (A353, Y and hid received: 
4 Commiſſion-fromt kim to reach all: Nations, Adatth;, 28.18;125; 
Yet thigvisnot fufficient.co' make them 'able Miniſters of the 
New Teſtament ; bur before they wenrabroad to Preach, they 
were t6 Wait for the Power, eZ. 1.4, 8. And when they had 
received it, they were tominifletinit, thatmetymight'be con 
yerted re the Powerind bythe.Power, thar the Faith'of perſons 
tight! filet ftdna' tiy the! witcom©off their yords- i( which Paul 
might have abounded-in, as welt as' others) but'in the Power of 
God,” x Cor. 2,5, And'this was it made Pay/-miniſter 'in- fear 
ind wentabling, z phbeny pany in him ſhould minifter, leff 
eExrthly uhdertahdinppaichould be hoteing forth the Travis © 
of Got 'out” 6f 'the Life, - our of the Power:;-:and ſo. he ſhould 
Fi, B 2 - Convert 
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"Convert men tothe wilMn's. the words he ſpal 
.- the Power, v. 2,3. This Was it he was ſent for, to turn men 


A 


» andnot to 


rows darkneſs to light”, fromthe Power of Satan toGod (AQs 26. 
jog from the frank of enmity and death to the poke Love 
and Lite: and this he was careful of in his Miniſtry, that men 
might not run_ away with his words and miſs *of the thing. 
And this alſo was the way. whereby he diſcovered true and falſe 
Miniſters, will come and kyom (ſaith he) not.the ſpeech of then 
which are puffed up, but the Power : far the Kingdom of God us not in 
word, but 1n Power, 1 Cor.4. 19,20, Many men might catch 
their words ; and run away with" them and Preach them, bur 
they could not Miniſter in the Power, Now the Kingdome , 
which the cr we 7 are. the Preachers of, conſiſts not in 
words, but in Poet. God bath made us able Mimſters of the New 
Teſtament, - not of the Letter, but of the Spirit, 2 Cor,z. 6. The 
Myniſtry of the New Teſtament is a Miniſtry of the Spiric,, and 
it cannot be without the Spirit. It is.a reaching t6 men's. Cont- 
ſciences i the demonſtration of the Spirit and of Power (1 Cox, 2. 


_ + 4- and Cor.4. 1,2.) which being felt in the heart and twned 


to, this converts them to-God. _. £ 

. The-Miniftry of the Goſpel doth not conkt in a bare opening 
of the Letter ( or. raiſing of Do&rines and Uſes from. the: . 
Letter , which the wiſdom of man may eaſily perform) as the 
Miniſtry of the Law did : but in bringing men to the feeling of 
the Spirit, evenof, the Eternal Poiver of God which: redeems , 
in turning men from the darkneſs to. the Light, in» ſetting their 
faces towards the Pow2r. The Goſpel is theſubſtance of; what 
was ſhadowed out in-the Law ; and he that Miniſters-+t;. muft 
Miniſter ſubſtance. He. muſt have the heavenly Treaſure: (that's 
the ſubſtance). in- his earthen veſſel, 2 Cor.4. 7, and he muſt 
give. out of this-Treaſure--into- the, yellel which God prepares.: 
and that he maydo- this, he muſt'Mthifger inthe! Spirzt and in. 
the Power. His wards mult nor be ſuch- as mariswitdom would. 


. teach, or as mans.comprehenſion would gather, but ſuch words. 


>ods Wiſdom prepares: for him, and putsinto his mouth. 


"& 'thatwill be a uwe;Miniſter , muſt-recewe both his 2jfr;, his 


Miniſtry ,, and the exerciſe. of both fromthe Lord; -and.muſt 
de ſure in tus maniſiring to keep in the Power ,. or he Will: never 
2 + vin 
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' Winothers tothe Power; bilt-in keeping in-the Rower., while 
he is miniftring, and Randing th the croſs to his'own undettan- 
ding and wiſdom , giving forth the truths which the Lord chi'- 
: ſeth to have him ks. in the words which God chuſeth\Feven 

in the words which are miniftzed to: him Þy the Power ;--in' thus 


miniftring'he ſhall ſave both his. own Soul and thoſe that hear | 


him, even. all who in fear and meekneſs receive the ingrafted 
Word ,, which 1s able te fave the Soul; ” Foralas, 'alas, many 
have received words of Truth, and apptehenfions of Kniow- 


ledge, whereby they. hope. to be ſaved: --buthow few are ac- 


quainted with that Kyowledge which Kandsinthe Power, which 
alone converts and keeps alive-unto God }- :O how many Souls 
are tobe anſwered for by them , who take upon them'to be Pa. 


Rors from God, who have fed the Flock with words ;* with*.Dyſ- . 


courſes which they have made, and have ruled'over them withforce 
ard cruelty, but have wanted the love, the tenderneſs, the Light 
and Power of the true Shepherd! -' O what will: theſe dog: when 
God requizes his ſheep at their hands! O that there:were an 
heart to conſider. Ye Shepherdsof Exglazd, little do: yeknow 
What. is-towards you. Don. 1967 
. Now for thoſe. things themſelves, whiclrhe ſaith, he princs- 
ally endeavours to make known to the ſons/'of men, there is a.mixture 
in them ; which , if he conld fingly: apply himſelf to: wait'of 
the Lord ;. in the meek ſober Spirir,: out of. the conſultations, 
wiſdorn and confidence of the fleſh; *it might pleafe the Lord 10 
make manifeſt to hum. + . 068 577 

The. firſt particularof thoſe, which he layes'doyn for Truths; 
15, That the. good things #7 thes life,. honours, riches,\&06i © waleſs 
we makg ze ofehens in the ſervice of God, are bat vanity; and Vexan 
tzon of ſpirit ,, And 11 no wiſe any more capableto ſurisfie; vn ronment 
an immortal Soul, than Lime,. and Aſhes, and Cobwebs,' and ſuch 
likg traſh areto ſatisfie, and keep 1n health theibadies of theſe perſons, 
_ through the depravedieſs of their appentes defire: to feed on 
them, © | Co bio ertl 101 


onely, 


nſw. Chit by his Miniſtry, calleth Bis Diſciples out of the _ 
woild,. up tothe Father , out of the honours, riches:and- what. 
evereNe 15 of the world. | How.cau je believe, which receive bes: 


you Be, 


- Falty lis Apdhths Agotile Jott 


" the 


* kave thence, 


tle Folts Faith, Love: not the world, - mate 

ther the Thogigs' char: are mthe world, - If any wan love the world, * 
of the'Father &,not1n þrw. © For all that i inthe: world, the 

1ſt of the fel the inſBef the eyes, _and the pride of life, is mat of the 
Father, ue of the world; 51:John 2; x591.6; He thar will oe 
@Diſciple. of-Chiiſt ,/ muſt travel out of che/earthly into the 
heavenly; -leavingall thatis of this world .bebind him , - poſſeſ- 
fngoothing! a3; h;$portion, but him \ho haihall'd him out of 


his Counuey: ;\16rem among big-kindyed ,, and fromhis Father's 
houſe toans Tand;:\kindigd andhliaburation, - So. that- here 


they are Pilgriqscand Strangers, / Sojourners' and” Paſſengers , 
unkpown:ta the werldandof 2 firange garb, behaviour and ap- 
pearatcein if, norenaying/any. thing as the world enjoyes, not 
uſing any thing as the world uſeth, - not. honouring men or recei> 
vinghonops.from men, as the: world gives or receives honour, 
ut hogouting mein the-Lord, and receiving Honourfrom the 
Lord: randwhat everthey ſeem to retain of the earthly things, 
theyhold as Stewards .under.the. Lord, not vfing or dilpoſing of 
them'as they think goodiSbut waiting fox the ditcovery. of the 
Maſters plealiire; \ho:is/tq oxder, :inhis Cotnſel and Wiſdbm, 
all:thatis hizown to-his own glory. » The Law. required a tenth 
partirobegiven upitoithe Loyd = the Goſpel requires all 5 Sow/, 
Bedyy; Spirit; Good; Lood Name; &e-even that the whole poſfeſ- 
fonbelſolt amtlaidat the Maſets-feet + and he pry: as 
ny thing back , cannot be a Diſciple, cannot. be :a-Souldiesiof * 
Clif} bot amſt nods envieglemiſelf with che uffaiys of rhes kfe. 
| Fhiogs'foun. and ſavoury , evewihe Txuth of Jeſus nas itc is 
know and felt-in. therenowed Spwit':: - but his. Words', iF- he 
fog ay ar IEG of God , he will perceive notto 

ſprung -but ro have: been formed in the-earthlywiſe 
parks: © mie undgrffandingand comprehenſion, 
which thubout ofithe Mylieries-of Gods-Kingdon,” -* + © 


4 - 4. For his ſecond, That nothing but the enjoyment of Ged ,the 
: Fountain; of all:Goodrefs, ' CAR truly anth rea y content any mmmortal 
Soxl"':\, And forthis third,  T hat: uo marn.cax enjoy God, but he that 


loves hintnithivalt hig-hedre\, "ant -with ab bis Seth, and (for bis 
fakg))-v6is, Neightant: arwdormſcifit 1 awh both the things thenis | 
3 ea £7 ; ſelves 
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be bath catat up he jedi the Eter rat Wor 
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ſelves and theſe words,. id T6 bod favoit in "tiers af" ts 


. reading of them”: onely fer-me'fay this, if he fipt nent upon 
; (riving after thefe things ; - without-pointing them,” t6*th&.vift 


where the ſtrength is-received” toyerfotmy aid whete the wait- 


| Ingisrobe forthe ſtrength,” he carinor preliehy chili profitably 


to his heaters. | ChE os | 
To his fourth, That, though every ſincere (*onvert ; or regene= 
rate perſon loves God continually with hs whole heart, as to thehabit, 
or root of holy lwve ;" yet whilſt he 1s inthe body {| he may fornettines 
fail of the Aft, 'or fruut of it, anilmay offend God throkghthe love of 
the creature, Which Trmh (ſo'muth oppoſed"in theſe-dayes,) 4 
clear, and manifeſt in the holy.Scriptures * . particularly in the Re- 
cords of the hainowus ſins of the Prophet Deond, arid Peter the Apo- 


file. Ss hs BEedy tank” oh 
eAnſw. The Lord Circumerſeth the heart 6f Believers under 
. the New Covenant , to'/ove the Lord their-God with all their 


e 
he layeth hi Ax# to the Root of the old Tree , Devmngar it, ever till 
rhro- the heart 3 

and by it us daily prrifytng thertof 5 fulfilling the good pleaſtire of his. 
odnefs therein, ' and carrying on the Work of Faith with power: 
and the Miniftry which he gave , -Wwas for the perfeltrng of rhe 
Saints: ((Epheſ. 4 12,13.) which'Miniſtry exhortedangencott-! 
raged Behevers '(fr605 God's Promiſes 6f his 'prefence-an@ 
powerful operatiort of his Spirit-irr the *hearts-of his Sora? 
Daughters ) tOtlearfe rhomfelves from all filt hineſs of the fleſh and- 
ſpirit , perfeiing holixeſs' is he fear of God, -2:Cor; 7.x." "Now: 


heart, that they may live : ' he cauſeth the Plant'yo ſpring uþ ont of 
the ar y and barren ground, which he watereth with his Bl, Ru. and 


" that the corruptTree ſhal{ never be ear dojyn whilſtmtmatris in the 


bpdy, that'the heartthall never be throughlycirenmciſed tofove® 
the Lord y bur: be: in danger of offending God through rhe' love of” © 
the Creatare': this dottrine and' belief tpringeth not from the. 


pure Fountair of Life and Power, -but the reaſoning part hath 


thered/ it-from it's conceivings beneath the Power, _ 

The Sedof God eannortfirr (For aghe is pure which begetteth,./ 
ſoisthat purs Which is begotren of hum). Any Þ mam fa ,«Who* 
isbom of 1rand abjdesin it: andif' Godpleife to perfe& the 
Birth:and the work of Circumcifion-, What cah hinder a man” 
283153 from: 


= 
c 


Do1n.OF.It & fxam abia 
gth., either igainſt fin or towards ho- 


Well 


(s,.may Well doubt of eves having it [nap rhe but he 
bb that els the Erernal Power beginning -the work ,: and carry- 
-# - Parr bt 40s | Gr 4 
=. ingit ondaily,,cannor doubt but he can perfeRX it; yea, and 1s 
: encouraged (by the feeling thereof) to hope and wait on him 

for the perfeQtiug®f ut, | 


”— As for his inſtances, of David and Peter, they reach not the 
w thing : For though David and Peter did fall, yet both David and 
>, Peter,might attain an; highzr {tate before they wentout of the 
body,”then they were in before they. fell, David was a great 
Prophet,. and- Peter a pretious Diſciple, but yet there was an 
bigher Eftate eo be adminiftred, even the receiving that which 


for. - The Diſciples who had known Chiiſt,andihad been taught 
by him, and had received a Commiſſion from him, to whom all 
Power in Heaven and Earth was given,. yet. were to wait for a 
Further and Higher State, even for receiving the Promiſe of 
the Father, the Power # ap ou High, that he that was with them. 
4 might be inthe, Fob» 14. 17. John was 8\great as any Pro-: 
vw, phet, and yet he that wag leaſt in the-Kingdom,' was greater. 


ople-was brought forth, even in the beginning of the A+ 
olttes Mfniſtzy, how.full of Faith, hoy ſtripped of the world, 
w.fingle-hearted to. God and one towards another, As 2.42, 


: 44> OUS . 


growing up inthe Vine? . The cutting off-of finy is neceflary 
- while in the Body, but to make'the committing of fin neceſſary 
while in the Body, is a great Derogation to the Power of Gods 
Grace, and to the Myſtery of 'Faith, which overcometh the evils 
. . of the Heart, and the Worldly Nature within ;- purifieth the 
Þ Conſcience from dead works, and is held inthe Pure Conſcience, 
=” *- O that men knew the Power, andthe Faith which tands in the 
> 2” Power : For then would not” they. Judge it ſo impoſſible. to be 
cleanfed by the Faith: through the Power. O that. Light,..that 
Light, that Pure Light of The Spirit, wherein the Living-Blaod 
ne - Which cleanſeth from all fin, and keepeth clean them-char 
dbide-and walkin'it! If this were but a little felt, fuch Do- 


- Se % 


Fa” 
*y 


abidingin it >Indeed #man 


the vn a propheſied of, and which the Diſciple was to wait. 


thenhe, Read the 'ARs of the Apoltles, behold what a preti- 


&c. and, Atts 4. 32. &c.) What would theſe. be, abiding and | 


4 Los . Y ”——_ at Mika. «@c.. "a 


PAED Wort Qrines” 


, TE d1 | | o | 
arine af theſe. (which are -0 in the comprehenſion from 
.words:read, without Þeing ler into:the thing ir ſelf) wauld-ſdon 
vanith,, and find'no __ in the Heart where the Powetdwells 
norin the underſtandi 


g which is renewed, :preſerved and fed -_ 
'by the Power, .-For.the' things of. God areito be known; and held + © 
n the.underſtanding which is given of, God:(which underſtand- 
ing is of the Spirit, and is Spuitual ). and not wirh the natural 
underſtandihg', which cannor, receive the things of 'the Spirit, 
but onely a carnal apprehenfion and fence 'of the words. of the 
Spirit, according as a man can beat them out with, .and com- 
prehend them in his reaſoning part. - FUE 
To the fifth,. That the Souls of the faithful are alwayes growing 
;n graces. whilſt they are in the body ; and at the wmnſtant of death, ar 
ſeparation from the body, our Lord Jeſus ſhall preſent themta the 
Father without ſpot, or blenaſh.. ' - 29 410t a ats... 

Anſw, Chuſt preſentetli to the Father, when hehath purified 

the heatt and mind, and made it fit for Gods pure life and pre- 
ſence, . He hath received the fulneſs from the Father, .andhath 
Freely giver of his grace and of his truth to the ſons of men, 
'to-regenerate them, 'tocleanſe and 'ſanRifie their hearts: ,/ and 
.make:them fitfor God ro dwell in.-: He ficteth in his Temple as 
a Refiner and Purifier of Silver (Who 1s like arRefiner's.Fire and like 
Fuller's Soap,) and when he hath purified; his Diſciples, (his 
Children, vis Levites, : he preſenteth then?to the Loxd, tot the 

. Lord:to Tabernacle and dwell in : | when he hath' throughly con- 
ſecrated them, he preſenteththem as Kings and Prieſts. 't6 his 
Father , to. offer np a» Offering for :Righteduſmeſt , and to reign. 
with hin in his Kingdom:,: Aal.3. 3:>Rev.'t. 5. And” there. 
were ſome ſo purified by the leaven of thz Kingdom: (which 

rgeth out 'the old leaven by, degrees;;/even- ll at lengih ir 

fack made the lump wholly new,). that to them allthings were 
pure, Fitus 1. 5: There were ſome come-mnto:Mount:Srom, cant 
wnto the City of the living God, the, heavenly Jeruſalem 3" abd'toiin 
innumerable company of Angels, to the [geen Aſſembly kind Chareh 
of the firſt-born, which are written in Heaven, and to God the Fudge 
of all, and to the Spirits of juſt men, ; made Jae was "and 10 Jefurs rhe 
Moderator of the New Covenant ,, and to0.the Blood: (of | Spronktings, 

| Heb.12, 24,23,24. Thus it _ before the Apoſtacy.: Vous 

| | an 


Pd 
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-and after the Apdſticy 'there were forte” found ſtanding 'bn 
-Momnt Sion again , ſuch as had:leatned the New-Sovg., ſuch as 
were redeemed from the Earth, ſuch as were vor defiled with Worwen, 
; he's any of the falſe Churches or their falſe wayes of worſhip) 
Bur had keptrheit Virginity in» the Wilderneſs, - If ye would 
| know who theſe were, they were the fff-fruits unto God and the 
Lamb after the Apoſtacy,' who were throughly cleanſed by the 
Spirit of burning , infomuch as z their $0urh was found no guile, 
- but they were withoat fawlt before the Throne of God , Revel, 14. 
-V.1; to. . FEES | FT ET OT 7, 
The Work of the Spirit of Chriſt'iw the” heart” is an inward 
-work, and doth notconGit in outward time or ſeaſons, but in 
finiſhed » 


the-full:cpnrentot their: beans) and bring forth fruit: to\bim:, 
t@rhe full content \andtatisfaction'of his heart.?.- Fir the Apo- 
Res diyes\thete were thoſe thatwarred forhis:coming , and 
there, were:thog:aMo that knew-him come, 'and had received 
the good uinderfhariding from him ,-and: werg'tnthe Erernal life, 
Jobn 5. 204) hers © Bed IRE 3 alt 
RE: | Yet 
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* yet there is a growth in-the perfe&ion (for Chrift who w 


' that it © 45 content with t 


| himſelf whiatis related in the Hiſtories concerning: 


a A 5 3. 6. a. I. >. Ad Fea 


jt (xz)... : 
.' Yetthis doth not exclide Aa for the fulneſs-is infinite > 
and cough 2 perfedtfate-may be attained in the'perfe&t gift, 
2-mer 
feet;,. and imwhom was no guile, grew in Wifdom and "Ll 
ladge - and in favour with God andmen.) © And as God is in- 
finite... ſo5 that Which -is- tranſplanted (into! him, "there is no 
groWih- in him ; | bur the Tree, which ſtands in God's holy 
Earth:, - byhis- pure River of waters , ſhall erow-for ever into 
his endleis life and fulneſs. &} hee CI 
\- Tolhis Hxth, - That no man can ſo know God as to love him with all 
07 Wh and-with all hes Sol, but through the knowledge of Feſws - 
Chaniſt., and hin Crucified : Who ,« by theſe grievous ſufferings 
which he endur'd when he was upon Earth , made ſattsfa1on to to 
z#fice of God for the ſins of all thoſe that believe in his Name : ſo 
e juſtice , 4s with the mercy of God , to 
fergive them their ſms, and make them heirs of eternal {ife, God is 
gait, and the Fuſtifier of him that believeth in Jeſys, © © 
:. Avſw. The: knowledge of Chrift is life Eternal', andin his 
Croſs is the ſpiritual vertue, which cuts off the nncircumcifion 
of the heart, whereby it is enabled tq love the Lord. 'Now 
Criſt is the Lord from Heanen , the quickaing Spit," yho ſow- 
EthitheiSeed of the Kingdom' in 'the' heart, and caufeth it to 
Tring up z' out of which Seed the Faith, the Loye, the Hope , 
ae: Meekneſs , the Patience, and every fpiritual fruitTprings - 
ahdgrows:'. And he that is thus born of this Seed, ' and receives - 
the knowledge of life which ſprings from this Seed, he cannot 


_ tbutiovebim which begat him, 'and he reapeth the fruit-of 'all 


that Chriſt! didgnd ſuftered in that prepared body 3 and God is 
both juſt; and the Juſtifier of him," 'whois thus united'to Jeſus: 
Bur. that' man who knoweth not*this Fairh, nor 'is' acquainted 
with the love which ſpringeth from this Root; and which is of 
this Divinenature , but-thinketh to be juſtified by app! ing 00 

Zhrift ; this. 
"man deceives tis 'Soul ,,' and- mifſerh of the tric Fuſtific Rog 
For God is juſt , who hath made the Promiſe ſure to the Seed, 
and hath ſhut out man, further than he's box of the'Seed,” and 
found in the Seed.. But he who abideth in the Seed} and-in 
whom the Seedfindeth _m_—— abideth, he cannot Ie 
FL | 2 & rae 


the Promiſe, 'of PRI & Righteouſneſs,” the-Reconcifia- 
. tion, the Peace, the Joy, and whateverelfe God giveth to the 
Seed. - TS \ ae TPTTS > FENG: 
- To his ſeventh and laſt, That the ready wayto receive Chriſt , 
the onely Light, by which we may ſee the way to Heaven :': or ſo" to 
believe in hins that we may be ſaved by him , 4, to forſake all that 
- we have, that we may be his Diſciples: that #5 to ſay, t6 take off our 
affeftions from things on the Earth, and to ſet them on things above , 
where Jeſm ſuteth on the right hand of God : putting our a and 
confidence in the free , and in the infimte mercy of God , through 
Chrift, to'be guided by bim in all our 'wayes,' to be led by bs good Spr- 
rit 111 all thoſe wayes of grace and holineſs , through mbiich we muſt 
paſs before we can attain to glory, | | 
- Anſm., To know Chiilt as the Light eternal, (as hz was yeſter- 
day, is to day, andwill:be for ever) to truſt this Light in its con- 
vitions, calls, and free openings of love, to feelyts living vir- 
tue, andin that virtue to giye up all thats of the -earthly- nature 
and ſpirit, toſell it forthe everlaſting inheritance, this is indeed 
the way to life. But it 1s not the doing of things Which is of va«- 
lue, for manmay imitate and ſtrive to do much , and may goa 
great Way ## forſaking all, and in taking off his affettions from things, 
(inaſmuch as he may give-all his goods .t6 the poor; 'and his body 


7» "i. 


to be burned, and;yetit profichim nothing :) but itis the doing of. 


things in the virtue, in the life, in the power wich cames from 


Chriſt, which is of acceptance wiuh'God, and of advantage tothe 


ſoul.. Every motion and operation of true life-fprings-from the 
root of life, and hath the yirtue of the 100t in itt; and that yebich 
ditferenceth it from all. mens imitations, and! fights alli the? hke- 
' nefles which the earthly,ſpirit can frame, is the nature and virtue 
of the root being found init. Therefore-he that will be. .urye 
Chriſtian, muſt eye Chriſt the HHng of his life, and keep in the 
feeling of his living virtue, and'in that offer up all his Sacrifices 
of faith, love, and obedience to:God : and he thatwill bea-true 
Miniſter, muſt yait upon. the power himſelf, to:be an. Inftrument 


(in the hand of the power) to dire& men toihis, and to preſerve , 


and build them-up therem. 4 3 | 
But alas, this is the Stone, which. the: wiſe Builders' have all 
| along refuſed! The Builders before, the; coming of Chriſt , they 


got 


_— 
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got a knowledge concerning the 2{eſiah. to 'come, but: being: un- 
acquainted with the thing it ſelf, rejeed both it at its: coming, 
Foes. alſo the Veſlel wherein it appeared. And the. Builders all 

along the Apoſtacy, gat a knowledge of Chriſt come; and preached 
Bekieving in him crucified as the way to life; butthe living Stone, 

the living thing it ſelf (which is both the foundation, the- cormer- 
Stone, and the top Stone of the Building) they-have been ignorant 

of, and ready to perſecute every appearance of it. * Chriſt can no 

more-noW appear in Spirit, than formerly he could in. that prepa- 
red body of fleſh; but the wiſe Builders now are as ready to cry out - 

againſt him for a Blaſphemer, a prophaner_of Gods Ordinances, 
a deceiver of the people (yea, a Watch orone that hath a Devil) 
as the wiſe Builders then were. But W:{dom-m all ages #s juft1- 

fied by her Children, and. of noneelſe. He that is born of -the 
Wiſdom , he can diſcern the womb, and own the fruit and 

branchings forth.thereof under the mean datk'vail ,- whereby..it 

hides it ſelf from all the fleſhly wiſe of every age: The King- 

dom of God cometh not by obſervation , the wiſeſt Scribes: and Pha- 

riſees could. not know it by all the obſervations , which they 
could gather out of Moſes and the Prophets Writings ; . nor can 

any.now know1t, by any obſervations they can. gather out of the 

Apoſtles Writings: . but by being born -of that ſpirit whereof 

they were born, and by being formed in that womb wherein they 

were formed, by this means alone is the thing come to be known 
which they knew. He that -receiveth the ſame eye, ſeerth the 

ſame thing, according to his meaſure : . and coming tothe life, 

wherein they received the Truth., the words which they ſpake 
concerning - the Truth are eafie. Thus as they were wiit in: the 
Spirit, 10 aze they there along truly read : and being ſo read , 
they become-exceeding profitable to that which ſo reads them : 
but man guefling , and imagining, aud reaſoning in his: carnal 

wiſdom concerning the-things of od, ' and ſo gathering ſences . 
-and meanings about the words and exprefiions-of Scripture,doth 
-but build up a Babel, ' which the eternal Life and Power will 
throw down (When: ever he appears) With that Which built it.. 

'© that men wete wiſe to wait tor the diſcovery of the true Rock, 
and of the true Builder upon that Rock, that that City and Byzl-. 

_ . ding might bexailedinthem, which God alone cayrears; _ 
b. they 


= 


[ 
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they migtit not be lefcdeſolate andmiſcrable in that ſtormy day, 
hich: will ſhake all Buildings , and Foundations , and Rocks 
_but our Rock :+. wherein all Profeſſors, and Preachers, and high 
' Notioniſts.,, and what ever. ſort elſe can be named (who have 
ſtumbled ar Gods living Truth, and atthe pure appearance_of 
his redeeming Power , which in this age hath mightity-broke 


* Forth, after the long dark night .of wr to the 1ight of 
. every-eye whick is opened in the Spirit) 
- tears, forrow, anguiſh and ſhame ,; that their Rack, i notizn our 


al{ confefs with 


* Rock, they themſelves oy Judges, For though all ſortof>Pro- 
as. 


feflors generally own Chriſ 2 Rock in words, yetmoſtmiſs * 
of the thing : and the ſubtile-Enemy; hath made ule of aNos 
tion, or apprehenſion of the. thing in the carnal mind, to de- 
eeivethem of the thing, . to keep them from, feeling the eternal 


- wertue, ithe living Power of Life wthe hearc, Which is. the 


Arm of |Gods Salvation , whereby Chit draws mans/loſt ſoul 


_ andſpiritout of: the Pit, outof the Grave, - out;of Sin and core 


ruption up to the Father. Rut:O how are poor hearts deceived, 
who think by a believing of what Chriſt did, of a ſatisfation 
he:made for rhemwhile he was here on. Barth , though they lye 
inthe Pir all their dayes ,” though they carry the body of fin a> 
bourwith' them to the very laſt of theirtimehere/inthe body, 
and have not felt the Arm of God's Power breaking down their 
ſpiritual enemies, their luſts, their corruptions, atd redeeming 
akeni from them , yet hope to be ſaved in th2end, and:to-be 
femed without-ſpot. or wrinkle to God! Chriſthad the name 
ee givenhim, becauſe he was:toiſave his/People from: their 
ſJins':: and no. man cantruly and livingly:know-the name-Feſws, 
Futther than he feels the ſavingvertue'of 'it : | burhe thateffe- 
-Rually. feels the vertue , he indeedknows thename ; and can 


_ !bowatthe name, feeling his luſts and enemies bowed: under by 


*the'power thereof, and that raiſed upirchim, "Which can Wor- 
ſhip the Father 'in the Spiritandin'the Truth, / O char the ſons 
of men knew , O that the Teachers and Profeſlors df-this age 
-knew ,/ what they have ſo long; reviled and trampled upon! 
| _ they would mourn birterly, kiſs-the Son, ind. eſcape the 
- wrath. +03 3683: 29 FL04 3O 30 L0G% LT ill 

Now, if 'the'Lord-pleaſeito mite any ones earthly wiſdom 
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and compteheniſion (which is the main thing which Rands in the" 
way of the pure 6peningsand revelations of the lifz) and give him 
the feeling of any thing here written, lec him in fear acknowledge” 
the Lord, ſacrificing to his goodneſs, and waiting 'upon him to be 
kept in that feeling, not mignifying or villifying any of his: In- 
trumemts, but in meekneſs and humility embracing the inftruQi= 
ons of theAlnighty,from the hand which he pleaſerh co give them 
forth by. . As for me, I arty but a Shell; and if rhis party knew. me 

(whoiſets me up ſo high, prefercing me above many , ' whom the 

Lord hath preferred far above,me) he would ſoon acknowledge 
mz.o be a very poor, weak, contemprible one : yet this I meſt 

by no means deny, that the pure Liquor of che eternal Life, at its 

pleaſure fpringeth up and iflueth out through me ; though I can 

alſo in true underſtanding ſay, that it :flueth our far ofcener and 

much more abundantly through.others, Lec ir have its honour, 

where ever it appears: and the Lord bring down that mpeoples 
hearts, which hindreth the owning and receiving of its virtue, 


- 


a. 
—_— 
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A Warning of tender Bo wels 19.the Rulers , Teachers, and 
Prople. of the Nation , concerning their Church and 
Miniſtry. | 3, 


"FT Hat there was a Fight between the Dragon and his Angels; 
and Michael and his Angels, concerning the” New-Tefta- 

ment-Church and Miniſtry, 1s manifeſt eyen from the Letter of. 
the Scriptures, Rev, 12. 2b OE EN ng 4 

That the Dragon and his Angels, though they could not get 
the better, as relating to the Power, it 2 they did get the bet- 
texas relating tothe Form, inio:muchWhat they overcame/the 
" thirdpart of the true Miniſters, and drew.chem/from their ſtand- 
ing in the Firmament of Gods Power, off to their earthly Mim- 
ftry,and that the Church her ſelf alſo-was fain1to fly intorhe Wily 
derneſs, from the face of the Dragon, for her ſafery and preſerva+ 
tion, Where the was 25 be ftionritſhed and] fed by God all the rime 
. of Antichrifis Reign; this-likewiſe is not Tas" ahe -.* 
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= Spirit, © butis alſo mariifeſt fromthe Letter; Rev," 12, 
: That afcerthis flight of the true Chuxch'and overcar bf the. 
true Miniſtry, the Dragon ere&ed his falſe Church an "Miniftry.. 
(which had but at beſt the Form without the Power).over all/Ni-- 
tions, Peoples, Multitudes and Tongues, this is 21107 as: evident; - 
to them that read the Prophecies of the Reve/atron, in the Light 
of that Spirit that wrote them; Is not the falſe woman (after the 
true woman Was fled) manifeſtly deſcribed?” Rev. I2,' which hath 
2 bewitching Cup of Fornications, v. 2, and 4. ' Mark, She hath 
not the true Cup of Bleſſing, her cupis not filled with the 3ze of 
the Kingdom, it is not the Cup of the true Spoute, (which keeps 
chaſt and loyal to the bed of thz Husband) but the cup of Fornica- 
tions, Wherein is a Form of DoArine, and Diſcipline; and Order, 
and Church-Govetnment which leads from the life, which-be 
witneſſes from the Power, which luls afleep in a Form of profeſſi- 
on andworhip of Chriſt, without knowledge of, guidnace by,and 
ſubjection to his Spirit, And this is the Government, Miniſtry, 
and way of Antichriſt, where ever it is found : how curiouſly ſo- 
ever the cup be guilded, yet it is but the cup of Fornication,which 
© bewitcheth the heart with its golden pppeatance » and then leads 
it into adultery from the life. Andthe Dragen doth not onely 
ſet up a falſe'Church over the Nations (inamany parts whereof the ' 
truth hadbefore appeared) Rev. 17. 15. Vura falſe Miniſtry alſo, 
There's a falſe Prophet (which deceiveth With Miracles and falſe 
appearances of truth) advanced in this corrupt ſtate : which falſe 
Prophet continues and upholds his deceit over the Nations , .titl 
the mighty_ appearance of Chriſt 1n Spirit and Power, do ue 
bimty/Rev.: x9.:20,' 2 Theſſ. 2. 8, There's a Beaſt with Horns /; 
a Lamb, who doth great Wonders, ſo that he makgth Fire come down 
from Heaven on the Earth, in the ſight of men, and deceiverh them 
that dwell 2» the Earth, Gay, Rev. 13. 13, 14. Inſomuch as he 
-drawes the Kings and InfMiters of the Earth (in a Myſterie of 
deceit ):into the Bed of Whoredom andfalſe Worſhip, inſtead of 
the pure way of Life, and pure Worſhip of the living God, tn his 
Spirit, and in his truth, Rew,"T7>. 2. = 
- Is 4t not further manifeſt, that this falſe Church and falſe. Mi- 
niſtry, ſet up in the Worldby the power of the Dragon, perſecute 
Gods Witnefles to the truth, inall:the-ages of Aprichriſts reign ? 


* 


SING WET WL £3 18 LEY 

So ſoovas ere the Church was fed into the Wilderneſs, the Dra- 

on forthwith Went to: make War with the remnant of her ſced,which 

ept the Commandments of God,and had the teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſt, 
Rev. 12.37. And it wat gruen wnto him to make War with the 
Samti,ant ts overcome them : and power was given him over all Kin- 
dreds, Tongues, aud Nations. ' And all that dwell wponthe carth 
ſtall worſhip hiws, whoſe names are not written in the Book of ay of 
the Lamb you from the foundation of the World, If any man have 
an ear let him hear, Rev. 13.7,8,9. Andhe had power to give life: 
wto the Image of the Beaſt, that the Image of the Beaſt ſhould bath 
ſpeak, and rags that as many as would not worſhip the Image of the 
Beafe, ſhould be killed, And he cauſeth all, both [mall and great, rich 


d 
ax their fore-heads. . And that no man might buy vs ſave be that 
had the Mark,, or the name of the Beaſt,or the number of his-Ns 
Rev. 13. 15,16,17, Yea, the #omar (the falſe Church , wWhi 
the Dragon had ſet up, by his power in the Nations, inſte21d of the 
true) was drunken with the Blood of the Saints, and with the Blood. 
of the Martyrs of Jeſus, Rev. 17.6. O the miſery, and lamenta- 
ble hard uſage of the Witneſſes of Jeſus , who have been true 
Lambs, born of the Power, faithful to the Power, witneſſing: a-: 
gainſtevery Form and appearance of Religion , Docrine and) 
Worſhip, which: hath appeared wichout the Power (even.in the 
daies of greateſt profeſſion and higheſt devotion under the Apo-- 
Racy from the Power) how have thele been hunted, perſecuted, 
devoured by the Wolves in the Sheeps cloathing , who had got the, 
outſide, the garment, the Name-of Chriſt and Chriſtianity |, the 
profeſſion of Church, Miniſtry, and Ordinances, but have want- 
ed the life, the virtue, the thing it felf; and ſo have turned againſt 
it, and keptir down, that they might keep up their Form ! For ler 
but the /Power appear, the Form without the; Power is ſoon de- 
teted to hewhat it is. And this is properly Ancichriſt and Anti-! 


4 


» but to ſerup a way of knowledge 


chriſtianiſme, to wit, Not openly to appear in a dire: denyal of. 
\ip 


Chriſt, his Truths and Wort 


and wotſhip:without his Spirit, © Another ſpirit. creeping into the. 


Form, thar's Antichriſt (and the ſetting/up obſervation and prac- 


tice'of the Form:out ofthe Life and Power:, that's Antichriſtia-. 
hiſme) and:this is the perſecuter, deſtcoyer, and devourer. about. 
D : 


Religion. Now 


an Fact free and bond, to receive a Mark_in their right hand , or 
er I 
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. Now though the Lord bath. ſuffered this falſe Church, and 
falſe Prophet to reign lang iv-.the Dragons power, and to revile 
and worry his poor. Lambs, in every age of Antichriſts Reign , 
yet the Lord hath appointed a ſeaſon: to judge this falſe Chuzch, 
Rev,17.1. to cif the falſe Prophet into-the Lake, Rev. x9. v.20. 
yea and to torment With fire and brimſione, all the falſe Worſhip 
pers, Rev, 14. 9, 10, II, | INT kg 0 
'©.how deeply doth it concern Exgl/and, her Rulers, her Teach- 
ers, yea the whole People thereof, to confider their Ways, to 
conſider their Worhip,.to conſider their Church-ſtate, to.cone 
fider theix Miniſtry, that they be not overwhelmed at unawars in 
the bitter wrath of the Almighty, before which there.is noſtand- 
ing. Othat they.could mourn, and pray, and wait for the eye of 
rity for his pure Light, which ſearcheth'and diſcovereth 
ideceits :of: Antichriſt ;- that they might not be bewitched 
iy of the Wine of the fornication of the falſe Woman, whoſe 
wt 2s ſnares and nets, and her hands as barids, to entangle het lo\- 
versin, and keep them from the pure bed of Life, where the Fa- - 
ther of Life,with the Son and Spirit,are enjoyed and worſhipped, ' 
= If menconſult concerning theſe things in the wiſdom. of the - 


X fleſh, they will be etitangled and erre;. for that eye cannotfee 


the Myſteries of the Kingdofn, or the courſe. either af Truth or. 
Neceit. The Golpel, the Eternal Truth, the true Church, the . 
tre Miniſtry, are all Spiritual, ( net new ſhadowes , as: the. 
things under the miniſtration - of the Law» were,. but Spirit 
and Subſtance.) and they- can. .onely: -be ſeen by the ſpi- 
_ ritual eye of the [children of Wiſdom. The wiſe Hunters: ,. 
and diligent Enquirers , into- the comprehending part”, can-. 
not find the Womb or the way of Life,or the.way of the Worſhip 
of that which is begotten inthe Life, or Gads way of Miniftry, 
which he. hath appointed for. the feeding and_ preſerving :of the 
Life. The Prophets of old could not be known,diſcerned;or own- 
ed by the fleſhly eye of obſervation in 4rae!, after the fleſh; (bur 
they Kill rejected them, eſteeming and niagnifying the falſe Pro». 
phets above them ) how: much leſs. can the. Prophets and Mini. 
fters of the New Teſtament be ſeen by mans-eye? Are they the 
Prophers and Miniſters of Chriſt, which. a. Nation cries upfor 
ſuch, and which.the eye of. the wife .Men; therein admites, po 

0-1 gc pirches: 
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'pitches upon ?: or, (are thoſe they Which the renewet eye, in the '. 
Light of the Lord ſees'to be fitred, fanRitied'and called forth by 
Chriſt unto that ſervice ? Ah poor Eng/and,milt thou fall into the 
pit before thine eyes be opened! © | 
\ Thz grearConttoverfic of this Age is about Church and Mi- 
- niftry, *which'mult carry ity the: Form of the Power ; Whether 
the Church-arid Miniftry, inall take place which was before the 
Apoſtacy, or that which hath ſprung up in or fince the Apo- 
ſtacy > Wheiher mans wiſdom ſhall determine which is the true 
Church and its true Miniſtry, or whether the. Spirit of God ſhall 
derermineiit 3 Whether a Nation, With the MinifgrgTEſets up, 
thall'be the Church and Miniſtry or whether Gods lily 
on. (which he calleth and ſanRifieth by his Spirki and, 
1 niſters which he chuſeth, and ſendeth to 2ather-aountd 
if the holy Faith and pure power of Life; ſhall WmeE 
and Miniftry2 Our eyes wait on the Lord to ſee Wit rc 
verſie determined, and-oir hope of help is in his Arm ,gatewe 
at all affrighted at the riſing of any trength againſt us (otir hearts 
being given up to Gods Truth, and to ſuffer for its Teſtinienyy” 
according to Gods will, meekly and patiently in his trengthg” 
but we pitty this poor land, yea iti the depth of bowels we pittyis 
th2 Rulers, the Teachers and People therein. 'O that they nught * 
be humbled, and in fea? of the great God, ſurrender to hint 
| his due, before he-appear in his ſtrength to force it from them. 


4 m__ & 4 td \ & 
— 


Of the Kmgdom', Laws, and Government of Chrift im the 
© Heart and Conſcience, its Jnoffenſruencſs to all juſt Laxs 
i! 84: Covernments of the Aenigaoms of 7nl «| 
MHO<S bis noni tines var wel; lens © 
FHiifs Kingdom, Gods Kingdom; the. Kinggdont of Heaven 
Cn they __ one and the ſame } is ns; feed of Eternal 
Life, which God bath hid in the heats of the fons of men,where- 
by he gathereth them back unts hiatſels, bringeth them nnder the 
Yoakof his Govetnmett, mleth over themiand figneth inzhem.. 
This Kingdedris likened tw as An ſeed,for 4 * 
rf 2 nels, 


by , 
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neſs ; to a Pearl, for its Riches, Value and Worth ; to Leaves,for 
its ſpreading nature : and many other Parables did Chriſt make 
uſe of to diſcover it by, as to « prece of Silver, which the woman 
that loſt it, lighting the candle, ſ\veeping the houſe and ſearching 
it diligently, at length found it even there where ſhe had loſt ir. 
Man fallen from God, is become loſt as to the Lord, and as to 
his own happineſs in the Lord, being driven from his blefled pre- 
ſence, and chvine Image, Life and Spirit, into the earthly Spirit, 
Image-and Life which he choſe. Yer inthis Earth, in this Field 
of the World God hath hid ſomewhat,even the everlaſting Pearl; 
Whenman is awakenzd to feek, and findeth in the living 
eernal Light of Life;it is able to redeem him, it is 
ad, ( he becoming ſubje& to the Laws, Leadings, 
Power oſit) andleaven him into the Likeneſs and 
teanre Life and Spirit. | | | 
Ren knew-the Gift of. God, O that men kneyy the pur- 
FEEEthe blood of Chriſt, O that merrknew that Spiritual good 
Which Chriſt ( who died far them ) hath given to Redeem 


; a 
: j wh} 
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Fan by, that in that they might be united to- Chriſt, and ſo by 
Zim be Renewed and Reſtored to God. For as the Father recei- 
ZXeth none but through the Son ; ſo the Son receiveth none but 

inthat Gift, Which he beſtoweth from the Father. He owneth 


no Faith, no Love, no Hope, no Repentance, no Obedience, but 
what ſpringeth from that, and tandeth in-that. _ 

Now as man is Born of this, is Leavened by this, (as he de-. 
comes a' fool in his own earthly wiſdom and excellency of the 
fallen Spirit, and becomes a Babe, a Child, Simple, Innocent, 
&c.) ſohe enters into the Kingdome, oing ingrafted into the 
Root through the virtue of this which is given him fromthe Root, 
and” ſo. grows up in this, and this in him. And here's the new 
Nature, the new Life; the new Heart, the new- Spirit, -irtwhich 
the Unity and Fellowſhip with God is again known, and the Diſ- 
union With theWorld, theWiſdom;the Intereſts; the Fafhions, the 
Cuſtoms, the Fears,theHopes, the Delights;the Joys,ofthisWerld 
and whateverelte is of it, For Chriſt,as'he is not of the World, 
ſo he calleth:men out of che World; and theywhich followhim, 
and become his Diſcigles,'go out of-the World: after -hint ;- that 
1s;:travel in Spirit and Converſation from What is of the Earth, 
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from what ever is'not of the Father, but of the World. They are not 
of the World, even as T ans not of the World: ( faith Chriſt concerning 
his Diſciples, Fohz 17. therefore theworld:hateth then. 
The Laws of this Kingdom are giverr forth in the Kingdom, 
- from the Covenant of life, which is made there in Chriſt. They. 
-are written in the heart, inthe mind. as far as it is'renewed. 
There the fear is put, there the.eternal Wiſdom is ovened., there 
1s Sion known, and the Fernſalem which is from above, .and the 
Laws of eternal life iflue freſh from it,. and are revealed by the 
life, in the heart which is:turned towards the life. There fin is 
reproved , and everlaſting Righteouſneſs -manifeſted , in the 
Light which-cannot deceive.: and as the heart is mage ſubject 
under the yoke, ſo fin 1s wrought out and Righteouſneſs brought 
in; andunder the Croſs, or yoke of life , the blood of thee- 
verlaſting-Covenant runs through the veſlel, to keep 4t-pure, 
ſveet,:clean and freſh in the life, 
| Thisthenis'the Government of Chriſt ,. to be ſubje& to'his 
Spirit , which appears and opens his will, in the gift of grace: 
Which comes from him ; to feel his living breath, by which the 
hearts begotten to God, out of the Region of darkneſs ; t6+ % 
know the movings, the ſtirrings, the leadings, the ſteps of thewws * 
Lamb , who is the Captain of our Salvation ; and tofollow him 
where ever he goes, doing all things that he commands, forbear- 
ing all things that he forbids, without mwrmuring, without diſputing. 
. Who. ever will be of the inward 1ſrael, the ſpiritual /ſrael , 
which . Chriſt redeems out of . the ſpiritual Egypt, and leads 
through the ſpiritual Wilderneſs into the Land of Reſt , muſt 
know his Leader, muſt receive his Spirit , and follow it faith- 
fully. JIf any man have not the Spirit of Chriſt , he is none of hs ,* 
he is none of the ſpiritual 1frael : and if any man follow not 
the Spirit of- Chriſt, through all the travels in the Wilderneſs, 
(buteither fits down by the way, or lyes overcome by any kind 
of enemies, and comes not to the end of his journey,  finuſhing 
the warfar and fight of Faith) he falls ſhort of the reſt.  O that 
men were awakened to conſider of things :as- indeed they are : 
for Religion 1s not ſuch an outward Form of DoErine , . or Wor- 
ſhipof any ſort, as men generally. (whoſe your Souls are decet- 
vas through the ſudtilty of the poivers of, darkneſs) are too-apt 
- « an 


- 
ak 


-and willing to'apprehend ; | but i confiſts inSpirit , 1n Power, | 


in Vertue, in Life:: not-in the oldneſs'of- any Form which 
paſſeth away , but in the neyneſs of 'the'Spizit , which abideth 
forever; in being born oof the Spirit, in abiding iwthe Swrit, 
in living, walking and worſhipping in the Spirit, yea, in heco- 
Ming andgrowing into. Spirit,” and into/eternal Life ;- for thas 
winch .is-born of the Spirit , # Spirit. - O that the ſons of men 
would hearken, that thzymigh: taſt of the ſweetnets and riches 
of th2 goodnels, which the Father in his free love hath opened 
im the ſpirits of many, and hath let the ſpirits of many 1nt0, 
'O that men would 1uffer the weaiing out of this :earthly ſpirit 


and wiſdgm, that they might become like God , be formed into 


and live in his Image. How long ſhall the Dz{troyer_ in every 
age , prejudice men againſt them 1n that age, which ſeek their 
good with their hearts! How long will the world fland in en- 
Mity-againſt the generation of God's choice, and provoke rhe 
;'Lord to wrath againſt them ! Surely theſpint of this world will 
try it out to the very laſt againſt the you of God:fox indeed,th= 
_—_ of this world 1s not ſubje& to the Spirit of God, nor in- 
ed can be, and ſo cannot endure the Government of his King- 


Fo. dom (which is not of this world) to be iet up in the (ighrof it. 


Yer the Government of Chriſt and his Kingdom, . is not 
oppoſite .to. any juſt: Goverment of a Nation or People. 
Chriſt's Government is a Righteous Government of the heart, 
or inner man chiefly , which doth not oppoſe a Righteous Go- 
vernment of the outward man. :Nay, thoſe who are-Chrift's 
ſubjets, and fingly obzdiemt to his Law of Righ:teouſtieſs 5a 
their ſpirits; are morefaithful to-men, and more ſubze&.roany 
uſt Law of Government, than others can be : for their fideli- 
_ ſubje&ion is out of love, and for Conſcience fake. But 
tus 18.11 Which offends the worla,, men many times make Laws 
in their own will, and according totheir own wiſdom (nov the 
wiidom of the world is corrupt, and hatherred fromthe guide- 
ance of God) and are notfree fromſetf-ends and ititerefts; not 
being gathered into-that , which cleanſeth and keepeth pure the 


naturals, . Now chat whichis of God, cannotboww t6 any thing | 


vehich is cottupt inzgan: it cat lyedown and ſuffer ;'@nd' beat 
the plowing of: long anddrep furrows won its dack ; dut it can- 
OO I | | not 


w/ 


; ( 29.) 
not at that which isagainft its life, It cannot be diſſoyal to its 


King, togratifie theſpirit of this world ; but what Pradtice or 
Teſtimony its Ki ills for, againſt theevil and corruption of 
this world, it muſt obey ſingly and faithfully, 

God in every. age ſo bringeth forth-and ordereth his innocenit 
Lambs and People, as that they areftill offenſive to the preſent 
age. The Lord fitteth them, and calleth them forth to be Wit- 
neſles againſthe evils of the preſent age, How can they but of- 
fend it? Can darkneſs chuſe but hate the light , which ſpeaks 
agamſt1t? Haw candarkneſsin Power and Dominion, bear-to 
be reproved by a mean contemptible appearance of the Light, in 
mean” and contemptible veſlels 2 For God chuleth the weak, 
and fooliſhthings of this world , axd things that are not, to bring to 
ought things that are, Look into former ages, How did God 
reprove the Kings and Princes of 1ſrazl? Not by the eminent 
Priefts and Prophets, whom they expected to be taughwby , but- 
by Herdimen, by Plowmen, by Prophets which they deſpiſed.” 
How did he overcome the Heatheniſh world, yea, and the Jewith- 
corrupted ſtate? Was it by wiſe learned men (by th learned 
Scribes-and Phariſees among the Jews , or by the wife Grecians :. 
among; the - Heathen) or by Fiſhermen and Publicans? - And: 
how-ſhall the recovery out of the Apoſtacy, and the reproof of the 
Antichniftian world be? Shall it be by wiſe Synods-amdCouncils of 
learned and Orthodox men among them(as they ſpeak?) Or ſhalt 
it- be: by the learning of the ſpirit in ſuchas theſe contemn 2. 
When God hath the rich Treature--of 'the Knowledge of his 
Kingdom . to manifeſt in the world , he chuſes earthen veſſels, 
weak veſſels, poor contemptible perſons (he appears there, 
where the eye of man leaſt looks for him): that the. excellency of 
the Power might appear to, be of him wholly, and'that the veſſel 
might rob him of .none of the glory of it. Now. the Lord hath.not 
anly choſen, in thisday of his great appearance in Spint to the- 
ſpirits. 6f his People, mean inſtruments, but mean things alſo, 
fooliſh things,- weak things, the keeping on'of an Hat, theſe 
of- ordinary Language. the appearing in mean habits and _ | 
ſed geſtures, yea, and in a fooliſh way of Preaching (indeed it 
is ſo, to that which hath not the ſavour of the Vertue and Power 
of. the life init) And how. can the wiſdom of man but ſtumble 
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at ie? | Wh6 would think tharGod ſhould'Fequire! fuch' things,” | 


- 


or. appear in ſuch things ? ©Q livingeternat Power, how 1s thy. 


mighty Preſence. .and: Appearance vailed.;from. alt, © that 
look for it in any way of mans obſeryation, -ot judge it with the: 
eye of mans witdom! Yerily, thaw art a God thas theft hid "thy 
ſelf from the earthly ſpirit in its utmoſt wiſdom , yea, 1h ws utmoſt 


ſearch #fter the knowledge of, and in the ms.ft of the higheſt porfeſſion 


of Religion! Which of the Wiſe, which -of the Scribes in this 
Aze candiſcern any of thy Pathes,or ſo much as one of thy Foot-. 


| ſteps! Oh that men would fear before the Loxd,-and be ſure to 
Govern in that which is of God,and then they ſhould harm none 
. of His, nor hazard the ſhaking of their Government :: but what- 


ever is not of God, both within and without,mvſt fall in'the day. 
of GoJs Power, O happy is he, who is now made. willing.ta part 
with:that, which Gol is determined to rent from. man, that his 
anding may be in that which cannot be ſnaken;. For there hath: 
bzen a great Earchquake in this.Nation, both of. things without! 


and of things within ; and there yet remains ſomewhat to be: 


ſhaken both without and within, that the Glory of God may have. 
rYo0MN to appear. O England, Kiſs the Son leſt he be angry: Let all 
ſuch'Laws and Cuſtoms as are not of Him, fall befote-Him, and 
whatever is of Him, letit bow-unto Him ( both within and with-- 
out) tbat his wrath-break not forth like a fire, which none can 


quench. For the Lord hath-mighty things to bring to paſs, and he 


hath a mighty Arm of Power to effe& them by, and what ſhall 
be able to ſtand before him, that-ſands in his way? '' _ - ++... 
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-S Holes 0TRngage. >. <= 552-757 
Pape FH, line 23: for, of read. on. Þ- I g l. T.,r Do#r mes. I. 237. k. Media- 
for7.p.16. 1, 12. r-vimes-'p. 17:4. 6. r. ſo'to that. 1,7. I- end of growth, 1.'8. +: 
Ever «nd ever. p. 18.1.18,f.7tr. all. p- 19.1, 29.f. along r: alone. p20, 1-9.) 
£ int. of p 21, 1.19. f-ther, this 1. 37-f. feds, fed: p-22;1-:14, 35. f. be: 
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Witneſſer, t. bewitches,  1- 27.1. doth. 
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